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EDItoRIAl

Welcome to the final edition of the indigenous law Bulletin (‘Ilb’) for 
2012. to close the year we’ve brought you a diverse range of articles 
covering a variety of issues. 

We open this edition with an article by David Pheeney in response to 
the nSW government’s announcement in September that it intends to 
reform the State’s right to silence laws. David provides an Indigenous 
perspective on the impact the changes may have on legal safeguards 
for Indigenous adults who come before the criminal justice system. 

timothy neale surveys the issues that—having been raised by the 
Wild Rivers Act 2005 (Qld) controversy—must now be faced by the 
newly elected liberal national Party administration in Queensland. 

george Williams addresses the question of whether recognising 
Aboriginal and torres Strait Islander peoples in the Australian 
constitution would negate their claims to sovereignty. 

continuing on the subject of sovereignty, Irene Watson, drawing from 
her tanganekald and meintangk Peoples’ perspective, addresses the 
ongoing sovereignty of Aboriginal peoples and their struggles to co-
exist within the ongoing Australian colonial project.

In an article referencing the long history of global Indigenous enterprise, 
I outline why consulting the united nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples (‘unDRIP’) represents best practice for parties 
involved in revitalising Indigenous-led economic development.

errin Walker considers the continuation of alcohol restrictions under 
the current Stronger futures legislation and assesses its prospects for 
success in tackling the territory’s ‘rivers of grog’. 

Aimee ferguson provides us with some reflections on her time at the 
2012 united nations Permanent forum on Indigenous Issues (‘unPfII’) 
as the assistant to megan Davis, State elected expert Permanent forum 
member and this year’s Rapporteur of the unPfII.

finally, tim Rowse reviews ‘People on country: vital landscapes, 
Indigenous futures’. A series of essays edited by Jon Altman and 
Seán Kerins which tells the story of Aboriginal people who are living 
on, working on and caring for the lands and seas that they own and 
manage.

thank you all for your ongoing interest in the Ilb and for your comments 
and contributions throughout the year. I hope you enjoy this latest 
edition of the Ilb.

Robert McCreery
editor

SeeKIng contRIbutoRS
 
would you like to submit an article to the 
Indigenous law bulletin? 
 
If you are a student, practitioner, part of a 
community organisation, or are simply concerned 
about issues affecting Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people, the ILB wants to hear from 
you!  We welcome contributions from Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous authors, on a wide range 
of topics.  For more information, please visit our 
website at www.ilc.unsw.edu.au, or contact the 
Editor at ilb@unsw.edu.au.

Aboriginal and torres strait islanders are advised that this publication may 
contain images of deceased persons.


