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Readers of this journal will be aware that Admiralty Law is only one part of Maritime 
Law, although a very extensive and important part. In this work, the author seeks to 
provide a modem approach to the study of the principles of admiralty law and marine 
safety. She deliberately avoids examination of carriage of goods by sea, which anyway 
most of us would not regard as part of Admiralty Law strictly speaking, and only 
tangentially touches on marine environmental pollution, another topic not normally 
associated with Admiralty Law. A feature of the book, as alluded to by the sub-title and 
highlighted by Lord Mustill in his Foreword, is the treatment of risk management. 

The book is divided into five parts, dealing with admiralty jurisdiction and 
procedure, ownership of ships, safety regulations and liabilities, specialised contracts 
and miscellaneous topics respectively. Within this general framework, the author 
covers the major aspects of Admiralty Law: admiralty jurisdiction, ship ownership and 
mortgage, ship purchase, collisions, salvage, towage, ports and pilotage, and limitation 
of liability. 

Readers will look in vain for any consideration of Australian admiralty jurisdiction, 
and the vast majority of cases cited were decided in the English courts. Statutory 
references are entirely to English and European Union legislation, although there are 
also extensive references to international agreements. Of course, these aspects do not 
render the book any less valuable because of the fundamental importance of English 
Admiralty Law in the development of both Australian and New Zealand Admiralty 
Law, and also because of the widespread choice of English law in arbitration and 
jurisdiction clauses. 

The first quarter of the book covers the crucial areas of admiralty jurisdiction and 
procedure. This part can be supplemented usefully with Damien Cremean's 
authoritative account of the Australian jurisdiction and procedure in this field in 
Adnziralty Jzaisdiction. La79 and Practice in Australia (1997). The main legislative 
bases for admiralty jurisdiction in England are the Szrpr-eme Court Act 1981 (the 
Supreme Court of England and Wales comprises the C r o w  Court, the High Court and 
the Court of -4ppeal), a number of international conventions given force of Iaw through 
enactment by Parliament* the Civil Procedwe Rules 1999 and Practice Directions, 

The opening chapter is somewhat disjointed, although it contains an interesting 
discussion of what a ship is. The next chapter on the nature of admiralty jurisdiction is 
both more substantial and more practical, dealing primarily with the range of claims 
available under s 20(2) Suprenze Court Act 1981. Chapter 3 examines the exercise of 
admiralty jurisdiction and in particular in rem claims (actions). The House of Lords' 
decision in n e  Indian Grace (No 2) appears likely to have far-reaching consequences. 
The author discusses this case and its implications in detail before turning to several 
cases that can be described as "on-truly in rem' actions. The next two chapters explain 
the arrest procedure and the various rules giving the court discretion to refrain from 








